Elevated plasma levels of pancreastatin (PST) in patients with non-insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus (NIDDM).
Pancreastatin (PST) is known as the peptide which inhibits first phase of glucose-stimulated insulin secretion. Fasting plasma PST levels and responses of PST after oral glucose ingestion in patients with non-insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus (NIDDM) were studied with human PST-specific radioimmunoassay. Fasting plasma PST in NIDDM patients was not different from healthy controls, although a slightly higher level of PST was observed in patients treated with sulfonylurea among NIDDM patients. No significant increase in plasma PST was observed after a glucose ingestion in healthy controls. In contrast, plasma PST levels in NIDDM patients rose significantly after glucose ingestion. These results suggest a possible pathophysiological role for PST in NIDDM.